
Unit: 2 

Grade Level: 8th Grade American History 
Unit Name: Colonization 
Pacing:  3 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 
6-8.AH.1.G.A -  Create and use maps and 
other graphic representations in order to 
explain relationships and reveal patterns 
or trends in American history prior to c. 
1870.   (DOK 3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8.AH.2.CC.B - Compare factors 
motivating Europeans to explore and 
settle in the New World to explain colonial 
diversity and regional differences in North 
and South America.  (DOK 3) 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8.AH.2.CC.C- Trace the causes and 
consequences of conflict and cooperation 
between Native American and North and 

Learning Targets: 
 
 
⮚I can use maps to trace exploration. 
⮚  I can use maps to trace trade patterns. 

⮚  I can use maps to trace slave trade. 

⮚  I can compare (economies, climates, 

settlement, and cultures) of the three 
colonial regions utilizing maps and charts. 
 
 
 
⮚  I can identify reasons for settlement in 

the colonies. 
⮚  I can identify religion's impact in the 

colonies. 
⮚  I can identify economic opportunities in 

the colonies. 
⮚  I can identify natural resources of the 

colonies. 
⮚  I can identify reasons for colonization. 

⮚  I can list opportunities the New World 

provided for Europeans. 
⮚  I can compare political differences in the 

colonies. 
⮚  I can analyze the Mayflower compact. 

 

 
-I can identify Spanish colonies. 
-  I can summarize the French and Indian 
War. 

Supporting Standards:  
 
6-8.AH.1.CC.A  
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of related events 
in American history 
6-8.AH.1.CC.D  
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 
questions about American history prior to 
1870, to determine helpful resources and 
consider multiple points of views 
represented in the resources. 
6-8.AH.1.CC.E  
Analyze the causes and consequences of 
a specific problem in American history prior 
to c. 1870 as well as the challenges and 
opportunities faced by those trying to 
address the problem. 
6-8.AH.3.CC.A  
Trace the events leading to escalating 
conflict between Great Britain and the 
colonies, from multiple viewpoints.  
6-8.AH.3.CC.B  
Analyze the Declaration of Independence 
to determine the historical context and 
political philosophies that influenced its 
creation. 
6-8.AH.3.CC.C 
Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of 
the American colonies and Great Britain to 
explain the American victory in the 
Revolution. 



South American colonists using multiple 
viewpoints.  (DOK - 3) 
 
 
6-8-AH.3.EC.B - Compare the emerging 
economic characteristics of the nation and 
colonial regions to make predictions about 
future expansion and conflict.  (DOK - 3) 

I can describe and summarize King Philip’s 
War.   
 
 
-I can identify and summarize the 
economies of the New England, Middle and 
Southern Colonies. 
-I can identify and summarize why the 
colonial regions developed differently 
economically and the future consequences. 

 

6-8.AH.3.CC.E Evaluate the responses of 
early American leaders to the social, 
political, economic and religious 
challenges facing the new nation. 
6-8.AH.2.GS.A  
Compare the governmental systems of 
European powers to determine their effect 
on colonization in the Americas. 
6-8.AH.2.GS.B  
Explain how the founding of English 
colonies influenced their governments and 
expectations for self-rule 
6-8.AH.2.GS.C  
Analyze local and colonial governments to 
trace the factors influencing their structure 
and function. 
6-8.AH.3.GS.A  
Evaluate the impact of the French and 
Indian Wars on Great Britain’s approach to 
colonial rule.  
6-8.AH.3.GS.B  
Apply the concept of representation to the 
conflict between the colonies and Great 
Britain. 
 6-8.AH.1.G.B  
 Explain how the physical and human 
characteristics of regions in the Americas 
prior to c. 1870 are connected to changing 
identity and culture.  
6-8.AH.1.G.C  
Locate major cities of Missouri, the United 
States, and the world; states of the United 
States and key world nations; the world’s 
continents, and oceans; and major 
topographical features of the United 
States. 
6-8.AH.2.G.B  
Analyze the geography of colonial regions 



to explain their cultural, social and 
economic differences. 
6-8.AH.2.G.C 
Compare major patterns of population 
distribution, demographics and migrations 
in the United States and the impact of 
those patterns on cultures and community 
life. 
6-8.AH.1.EC.A  
Using an American history lens, examine 
the opportunity costs and benefits of 
economic decisions on society as a whole 
as well as on individuals, prior to c. 1870. 
6-8.AH.2.EC.A  
Compare sources of labor, emerging 
economic production, and availability of 
land in the New World and their impact on 
economic development in North and South 
America 
6-8.AH.2.EC.B  
Analyze the mercantile system to explain 
colonial responses to economic control by 
European nations, including Great Britain.   
6-8.AH.3.EC.A 
Describe the function and purpose of taxes 
imposed by Great Britain following the 
Seven Years War, evaluating colonial 
responses to them.  
6-8.AH.3.EC.B  
Compare the emerging economic 
characteristics of the nation and colonial 
regions to make predictions about future 
expansion and conflict.  
6-8.AH.2.PC.B  
Analyze the religious, cultural, and 
intellectual developments of the European 
colonies to explain the development of 
regionalism and an American identity. 



6-8.AH.3.PC.B  
Analyze populations of colonies/states to 
explain how their cultural, religious, social, 
and economic characteristics influenced 
the emergence of regional identity. 
6-8.AH.3.PC.E  
Analyze the artistic and intellectual 
achievements of early Americans to 
provide evidence of an emerging American 
identity. 
6-8.AH.5.PC.A  
Determine the impact of the ideas 
contained in major speeches, literature, 
music, and writings from diverse 
individuals on the perspectives of 
American people, groups and movements.  

Big Ideas: 
Transitioning from Royal Subject to 
Citizen. 
 
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
What were the effects of European 
settlement in North America?  
 What effects did the “clash of 
cultures” have in the development of 
pre-revolutionary America? 
 

 

Vocabulary: 
Pueblo 
Mission 
Peninsular 
Creolo 
Mestizo 
Northwest Passage 
Alliance 
Carter 
Burgess 
Representative government 
Bacon’s Rebellion 
Pioneer 
Pilgrim 
Persecution 
Mayflower Compact 
Puritan 
Religious Tolerance 



Town meeting 
Puritan 
Quaker 
Proprietary Colony 
Royal Colony 
Cash crop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


